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RAMBLIN’ ON 
VFW SHEBOYGAN MEMORIAL POST #9156 NEWSLETTER 

January 2018 Commander’s Comments 

Hello Comrades! I hope all is well and you are 

all doing well? I hope you all enjoyed your 

Christmas holiday season. I would like to take 

this opportunity to wish each and every one of 

you a very “Happy New Year”! I hope 2018 

brings you plenty of joy and good health 

throughout the year.  

As 2017 comes to a close I took a moment to 

look back at our accomplishments as a Post. 

Our Honor Guard once again had a busy 

year. By mid-December our Honor Guard was 

at 84 funerals. Our Color Guard was out and 

about presenting the colors at local communi-

ty parades, at various High School sports 

events as well as presenting the colors at vari-

ous Veterans Day venues. Another year 

comes to an end for both of them and another 

“Job Well Done”. 

It was also a busy 2017 for our committees. 

Our Membership committee was busy getting 

out and about at different venues representing 

our Post. They plan to be at the Farmer’s Mar-

ket again in 2018 as well as supporting Book 

Worm Garden’s “Happy Haunted Gardens” 

event again in 2018. They also plan on ex-

panding the “Meet & Greet” for our future mili-

tary and plan to schedule several “Human 

Trafficking presentations as a community ser-

vice events. 

Our House Committee had a great year over-

seeing the care and maintenance of the build-

ing and the grounds. Our Post is looking great 

both inside and out. KUDOS on a job well 

done!  

Our 2017 Brat Fry and Chicken Fry fundrais-

ers were very successful events. I am hoping 

that we can repeat this success in 2018.  

Upcoming events in the first quarter of 2018 

are the VFW State Mid-Winter conference and 

our next VFW District 

6 meeting both are 

scheduled for Febru-

ary, 2018. Our Brat 

Fry will be held Sat-

urday, March 24, 

2018. Nominations 

will be held at our 

March and April busi-

ness meetings with 

election of officers to be held at the April busi-

ness meeting.  

 
With all these positive accomplishments in 

2017 there is still a lot to do in 2018. Trust me 

I did not forget about my wonderful firehose 

that continues to keep flowing without hesita-

tion. We all need to continue to focus on doing 

the right thing for the right reason. We all 

need to work together for the common goal of 

taking care of our Veterans. Last time I looked 

there is no “I” in team! We need to continue to 

work towards eliminating the negative and 

work on the positive! We are headed in the 

right direction and I am confident that with 

positive attitudes we will succeed.  

 
Our Post inspection by our District was held in 

October and we passed our annual Post in-

spection with flying colors. A big thank you to 

all those who prepared and took part in the 

District inspection.  

 
I look forward to an exciting and rewarding 

2018. I appreciate all of you and all you do! It 

makes me proud to be your Post Commander! 

I thank you all for the positive difference you 

all are making at our Post. 

 (Continued page 7) 
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VFW Post 9156 Duty Schedule 
 

Monday 9:00 am             (4th Monday)    

       Set up for meeting 
 

Tuesdays 9:00 am          (morning crew)   

       Clean, maintenance, burn flags, etc. 
 

 

Fridays 4:00 pm     

      (Fish Fry), wash dishes, bus tables, etc. 
 

 

 

Fridays 8:30 pm    

       Fish Fry tear down 

 

Fridays      

       (summer) mow, trim and yard work   

 

Snow days        Blow and shovel snow  

Calendar of Events for  

January 

Jan 8 Honor Guard Meet 

Jan 8 Membership Committee  

Jan 10 Assemble Ramblin’ On 

Jan 22 House Committee 

VFW Business Meeting 

Jan 27 Auxiliary Chili Supper 

Calendar of Events for  

February 

Feb  4 Super Bowl Sunday 

Feb 5 Honor Guard Meet 

Feb 12 Membership Committee 

Feb 26  VFW House Committee 

VFW Business Meeting  

*** 6 P.M. ***** 

Calendar of Events for  

April 

Apr 1 Easter Sunday 

Apr 2 Honor Guard Meet 

Apr 9 Membership Committee 

Apr 11 Assemble RAMBLIN’ON 

Apr 23 VFW House Committee 

VFW Business Meeting 

 

Calendar of Events for  

March 

Mar 5 Honor Guard Meet 

Mar 11 Begin Daylight  Savings 

Mar 12 Membership Committee 

Mar 24 Brat  Fry 

Mar 26 VFW House Committee 

VFW Business Meeting 

Mar 30 RAMBLIN’ON Due 
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Chaplain’s Corner 

Roger Gering, Post Chaplain 
  
 920-458-0274 
 
 rgering@gbods.com 

Sick Call: (all R&R at home un-
less indicated) 
 
Raymond Clark— 
Sunny Ridge   
3014 Erie Ave. #324 
 
Donald Harder— 
Pine Haven      
701 Pine Dr, 
Oostburg 
 

 
 
Lloyd Reilley— 
540 Mark Ave #410 
Sheboygan Falls, WI53085 
  
  
 
Leander Selk— 
220 Haven Drive 
Sheboygan Falls, 53085 
Room C203 

 
James Tershner— 
Sunny Ridge     
3014 Erie Ave. #215 
 
 
Teddy Metzner— 
Progressive Care Center 
1902 Mead Ave 
 

January  2018  RAMBLIN’ ON 

It is easy to blame your lot in life on some outside force, to stop trying because you 

believe fate is against you. It is easy to think that where you were raised, how your 

parents treated you, or what school you went to is all that determines your future. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. The common people and the great men and 

women are all defined by how they deal with life’s unfairness: Helen Keller, Nelson 

Mandela, Stephen Hawking, Malala Yousafzai, and—Moki Martin. Sometimes no mat-

ter how hard you try, no matter how good you are, you still end up as a sugar cookie. 

Don’t complain. Don’t blame it on your misfortune. Stand tall, look to the future, and 

drive on!”  

 

― William H. McRaven  
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Auxiliary News 

Golden living 

Sue Morris 

Kathy Mallmann -  

President 

Our thoughts and prayers to all Sisters who are ill, have lost loved ones 

or are in Nursing homes. 

Greetings VFW Post 9156 Auxilia-
ry members; 
The Nov 4

th
 VFW 9156 Chicken 

Fry was a huge success! There were 28 Auxil-
iary members along with their family and friends 
who worked the food line, baked, sold raffle 
tickets, cleaned tables and washed dishes that 
helped make this a successful event. Thanks to 
everyone! A shout out to Jonnie Bowen who 
always comes through with all the great raffle 
prizes she gets!  
Our Auxiliary continues to support Post 9156. 
Did you notice the “Immediate Seating” sign in 
the window on Fish Fry Fridays? This was pur-
chased by the Auxiliary to let our customers 
know that there is no waiting and seating is 
available for dinner. The Auxiliary also assisted 
with the purchase of a new freezer for the kitch-
en. This larger more efficient freezer replaced 
two small freezers. 
Speaking of the fish fry, we can always use 
help Friday morning starting at 9:00. You can 
help with buttering bread, setting tables and 
preparing the dessert table. If you are available, 
come down Friday morning and help out. 
The VFW Auxiliary Annual Children’s Christmas 
Party was held on Saturday, Dec 2

nd
. This 

year’s theme was Pancakes and Pajamas with 
Santa. VFW/Auxiliary members and their fami-
lies were treated to pancakes and sausage 
cooked by Commander Dave Freitag, Justin 
Kohlhagen and Tim Mallmann.                                                             
                                                                               
 

The menu also included fresh fruit, home baked 
cookies/bars, coffee, milk and juice. Santa 
along with the assistance of his elves presented 
each child with Christmas gifts and a bag of 
yummy treats. Thanks to all that attended and 
helped out with the party.  
The Auxiliary Christmas Party was Tuesday, 
Dec 12

th
. We celebrated at the Post with dinner 

catered by Tommy’s Bar. Members exchanged 
Christmas gifts with a crazy dice game never 
knowing what they would end up with. It was a 
fun night of laughter, friendship and relaxation. 
December is a special time to remember our 
sisters in Nursing Homes or Assisted Living. 
Several members visited each Sister and pre-
sented her with a gift from the Auxiliary. Please 
keep these Sisters in your thoughts and pray-
ers. 
Mark your calendars for our Annual Chili Sup-
per on January 27

th
. All profits will benefit vari-

ous cancer programs in our area. Ticket prices 
are: Adults $ 7.00, children (4-7 years) $ 3.00 
and no charge for children under 4 years. The 
purchase of your ticket will include all you can 
eat chili/soup, dessert and coffee or milk. There 
will be the usual 3 types of chili and 2 soups. 
This year we will be serving hot dogs for an ad-
ditional charge. Hope to see you there. 

 

Pine Haven 

Vivian Veldboom 

Mary Wilterdink 

Harvest Home Howards Grove 

Diane Frane 

Sheboygan Community Center 

Doris Petermann 
Terrace Estates 

Emma Stark 
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Membership Committee 

We had a busy 2017 setting up at various venues throughout the summer and fall. Also involved 

in hosting the “Meet & Greet” for our future sailors and hosting the “Human Trafficking presenta-

tion. We also supported the Book Worm Garden’s “Happy Haunted Gardens’ event.  

 
Looking forward at 2018 the committee is already planning several initiatives. Expanding the mili-

tary “Meet & Greet” event to include all branches and hold the event in late spring when most re-

cruits will be heading out to their basic training sites. Expand the “Human Trafficking” presenta-

tions to several throughout the year and inviting the public as a community service initiative.  

 
Continue to support the Book Worm Gardens event in October. They are also planning to get 

tickets to an A’s game and have a postgame function at the Post for members afterwards. And 

finally continuing to look for a unit to adopt.  

 
We are also looking for members to join our Membership committee. If you are interested please 

contact any of one of the Membership committee members or Post Commander. We are also in 

need of a Membership Committee Chairman. If interested contact the Post Commander.  

 
Membership Committee meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. (CT) on the 2

nd
 Monday of the month.  

 
Submitted by 

Dave Freitag 

On behalf of VFW Post 9156 Membership Committee Chairman 

 
 
 

Since the last Ramblin’ On, our Post has had no requests for assistance.  If you know a Veteran who 
has fallen on hard times, we may be able to help. If you, or another veteran, need assistance, contact 
me and I’ll get the machine running to assist. 
  
There are two requirements to receive assistance: 1. The person must be a Veteran, and 2. The Vet-
eran must have ties to Sheboygan County. 
  
Our Veteran Assistance Fund is filled through the donations we receive during our Poppy Drives.  
When we plan a drive, please plan to donate some of YOUR time, so we can raise the funds that al-
low us to truly be the organization that can truthfully say, “No One Does More for Veterans.” 
 
John Samuels, Service Officer 
(920) 889-2323 
 jpsamuels63@hotmail.com  

Service Officer report 

mailto:jpsamuels63@hotmail.com
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How a Veteran Sees Life 

 Being surprised by how much Fourth of July fire-

works sound like a mortar attack … 

 … and how much a nail gun sounds startling like 

the barking of an AK-47 when heard in the dis-

tance. 

 Turning to Advil as the narcotic of choice for a 

bad back and creaky bones, each learned like an 

invisible Purple Heart. 

 Watching the evening news and feeling guilty for 

not being beside the soldiers fighting in the story 

… 

 … but being grateful the country doesn’t still re-

quire my service, because it was always swelter-

ing hot and I could no longer keep up physically. 

This is a poignant realization for any former sol-

dier. 

 Waking up desperately searching for my rifle 

while my wife softly says, “It’s all right; it’s all right. 

You are home.” 

 Finding a lump in my throat and tears welling in 

my eyes when I see images of a crying mother or 

wife holding a flag folded into a triangle. 

 Having a mother say, “Thank you for your service. 

Because you served, my son did not have to.”  

Really? 

 Finding the term hero applied too liberally. Audie 

Murphy (the most decorated combat soldier in 

World War II) was a hero. We were soldiers. 

 Wondering, when I forget how I filed my tax return 

the previous year, if I am traumatic brain injury or 

if I just forgot. 

 Wondering, when I miss words in a conversation, 

whether it’s hearing loss from the close rattle of a 

.50-caliber machine gun or I was just not paying 

attention. 

 Experiencing a fait gag reflex when Girl Scouts try  

to sell me cookies, though I loved them for send-

ing countless boxes of cookies to the theater of 

war. It’s not their fault I made a pig of myself on 

their generosity. 

 Feeling positive about the next strong and dedi-

cated generation of future veterans to whom we 

handed the baton of service. 

 Having a cracking, faltering voice when speaking 

of wartime events the trigger strong emotions, no 

matter how many times a speak of them. 

 Forever being identified as a “military person” 

based solely on an upright posture and a shoul-

ders-back gait. 

 Buying a red paper poppy whenever I see another 

veteran selling them, and calling him “brother” 

when the exchange is made. 

 Being unable to throw those paper poppies away, 

ever. They seem somehow too sacred to dese-

crate. 

 Feeling a surge of engulfing pride, like a warm 

shiver, when the American flag passes or during 

the singing of the national anthem. 

 Surviving a hostile staff meeting by saying to my-

self, “It has all been easy since …” and filling in 

the blank with  the battle of my choice. 

 Feeling slightly self-conscious at my child’s school 

on Veterans Day, but also feeling important and 

honored. 

 Maintaining a slightly obsessive fetish with how a 

bed is made, with emphasis on the corners. 

 Perpetual promptness. No  event is too unim-

portant not to arrive early. 

 Having a wave of emotion crash down while my 

son raises his right hand and swears the same  

oath I did a generation before. 

 Desiring to be treated like everyone else—unless 

I’m waiting in a long line at an airport or praying 

for an upgrade to first class on a flight. Then I pre-

fer to be treated as special.  

 Sitting slack-jawed in amazement when I realize 

my family’s dinner was purchased by a table of 

teenage girls sitting across the restaurant. Thank 

you! 

 No longer feeling compelled to prove my mettle-

that urge was settled and sated while wearing a  

uniform. 

 Critiquing any marching organization during a pa-

rade and resisting the urge to cry out “Left, left, 

left, right-a, left” if it out of step. 

 Gladly deferring saber rattling to those who never 

had to do it. 

 Grasping the knowledge that peace is eminently 

more precious than any state of war, regardless 

of the justification. Veterans know the cost of 

peace firsthand, a last name, a middle initial, and 

parents. 

 Remembering something that Supreme Court 

Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. said of his Civil 

War service:” In our  youth our hearts were 

touched with fire.” I would ad devotion , exhilara-

tion, camaraderie, and fear. Our service in the 

armed forces determined who we were and  
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continues to define who we are moving into the fu-

ture. My father  said about events in his life, “I would-

n’t give a  penny to do it again, but I wouldn’t  take a 

million dollars for the experience.”  Would most veter-

ans say the same about their service? I believe so; I 

know I do. Further, and more important, I consider it 

my honor to have served our country.  

 

J. Mark Jackson served in the 2nd Cavalry Regi-

ment, the 82nd Airborne Division, and the 101st 

Airborne Division in the war in Afghanistan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has and continues to be an honor and a privi-

lege for me to have the opportunity to serve my 

membership as your Post Commander. Every 

day I learn something new about being the Post 

Commander. I will continue to be dedicated to 

my Post and my membership as I continue to do 

the right things for the right reasons.  

 
As always, I look forward to continuing to serve 

the VFW Post and its membership as your Com-

mander. I will continue to refer to my Navy core 

values to help guide me.  

 
God Bless you all and God Bless the United 

States of America. 

 
Take care, be safe, and stay healthy! 

 
Respectfully Yours, 

Dave Freitag 

Commander - VFW Memorial Post 9156 

House Committee 

We had a fairly busy year accomplishing 

several items. Taking care of maintaining the 

Post inside and out. A few of the major pro-

jects accomplished was the flag disposal box 

located outside the front entrance. Assem-

bling the file cabinet for storing our military 

library. Adding shelves in the garage for ad-

ditional storage and the replacement of out-

side lights to eliminate the safety hazards on 

the walkways. And the stripping, waxing and 

burnishing of the hall floor. These were ma-

jor accomplishments to our Post. 

 
We are in need of Post members joining the 

House Committee. If you are interested con-

tact a House Committee member or the Post 

Commander. Also we are in need of a chair-

man for the House Committee. If interested 

please contact the Post Commander.  

 
House Committee meetings are held at 6:00 

p.m. (CT) on the 4
th
 Monday of the month 

prior to our Post business meeting.  

 
Dave Freitag 

On behalf of VFW Post 9156 House Com-

mittee Chairman 

 

Commander, Continued 

From Page 1 

 Patriot’s Pen 

Patriot’s Pen is a youth essay competition which is conducted nationwide.  It gives 6th - 8th grade students, 
attending public, private, or parochial schools, the opportunity to write their views on the annual patriotic 
theme.  The theme for 2017 was “America’s Gift to My Generation.” VFW Post 9156 received enough essays 
to forward the top six essays to District for consideration.  I have not received any information that any of 
our essay entrants were selected at District. The presentation, and a dinner, will be made after February’s 
Business meeting. 
John Samuels, Patriot’s Pen Chairman     jpsamuels63@hotmail.com 
(920) 889-2323 

mailto:jpsamuels63@hotmail.com
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A Veteran is someone who in his life wrote a blank check  

made payable to The USA for an amount "up to and including my life". 

ELECTRONIC SERVICE  

REQUESTED 

Mission: 
The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States is an organization of war veterans com-
mitted to ensuring rights, remembering sacrifices, promoting patriotism, performing community ser-
vices and advocating for a strong national defense. 

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States 

Sheboygan Memorial Post #9156 

552 South Evans Street 

Sheboygan, Wisconsin 53081 

www.vfw9156.org 

January  2018  RAMBLIN’ ON 

 

 

 

 

Condolences: Families in Distress Deceased: 

 

Donald J. Grzezinski, 10/13/17, U.S. Army, WWII  

DonnelLee Hanson , 11/25/17, U.S. Army, Korea 

Joseph F. Brillowski ,12/9/17, U.S. Army, Korea 

Richard L. Kraus , 12/15/17, U.S. Army, Vietnam 


