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Commander’s Comments

Hello Comrades. It has now been a few
months since I became your Commander and
I am happy to report I am still standing upright, I am still drinking from that darn fire
hose and I am still trying to make a difference.
As I look back over my first 100 days as your
Commander, I reflected on the responsibilities of being a Post Commander, the challenges I have faced and continue to encounter and what we, together as a Post, have accomplished. First and foremost being your
Commander, though it has been very challenging, has also been a very rewarding experience.
I have learned so much in my short time as
your Commander, and I realize this is only
scraping the surface with plenty more to
learn. From my point of view, we as a Post
have accomplished a lot in a short period of
time as well. I have seen some negative situations turn into positive solutions. I have seen
a more positive demeanor among our membership. I thank each and every one of you
for doing what you can to make our Post better! Always remember the little things we do
eventually will add up to big accomplishments
for our Post.
As I see it, one of the main keys to a successful Post is communication. I met in July
with our VFW Auxiliary President and VFW
Auxiliary to solidify our lines of communication. It was a great meet-and-greet that was
very informative and very positive. I will continue to be the conduit between the VFW and
the VFW Auxiliary.
Let’s keep focusing on keeping our communication lines open. I am always willing to listen

and discuss any issue or any idea you
may have. Please
do not hesitate to
talk to me.
The last item I want
to mention about
communication is
negative communication. Always remember -- VFW business is NOT to be discussed in public. If you have an issue that
concerns any VFW member, VFW employee,
VFW (procedure, VFW process or an issue
with me, DO NOT discuss it in public. Especially in the Fox Hole where it is open to the
public. What happens within the VFW Post
stays within the VFW Post. I hope I have
made myself loud and clear on this!
I have been asked why we no longer have
beer/bar signs on the hall walls. After the
walls and ceiling were painted, we were getting ready to put pictures, etc. back on the
hall walls. It was decided at one of our business meetings to have a more Military/
Veteran/Patriotic presence versus a bar presence in our hall.
The consensus was that the hall is a meeting
place for the VFW, VFW Auxiliary, The American Legion, The American Legion Auxiliary
and the Marine Corp Veterans League. We
have our charters displayed, we display those
members that are active, those members that
have passed and other displays pertaining to
our Military/Veteran/Patriotic presence.
I feel our hall is a place of honor, a place of
reverence and a place of remembrance first
and foremost.
(continued page 9)
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VFW Business Meeting
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VFW Post 9156 Duty Schedule
Monday 9:00 am
Set up for meeting

(4th Monday)

Tuesdays 9:00 am
(morning crew )
Clean, maintenance, burn flags, etc.
Fridays 9:00 am
Peel potatoes and butter bread

Fridays 4:00 pm
(Fish Fry), wash dishes, bus tables, etc.
Fridays 8:30 pm
Fish Fry tear down
Fridays
(summer) mow, trim and yard work
Snow days
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Blow and shovel snow

Chaplain’s Corner
Dear Eric,

2/21/10

Today is special to you because you are stepping out into
a new adventure. I know you
are very involved at church and
that is great. I’ve heard good
praises for the things you do. I
know from experience you are
a good Lay Leader. A man who
can speak clearly in front of an
audience displays organization
and confidence.

You have a great support system in your family. You can do
anything you choose. With a
church connection you will always choose wisely. I wish the
Best for you, Sir.
Congratulations,
Love,

I’m 73 years old, and I’ll tell you
I found a secret. I always had a
church connection wherever I
went. Throughout my military
career and as a civilian, I
served as an usher, even in Vietnam! It was a job I could do
and I liked it.

Sick Call: (all R&R at
home unless indicated)
Raymond Clark—
Sunny Ridge
3014 Erie Ave. #324
Donald Harder—
Pine Haven
701 Pine Dr,
Oostburg

Dad

Arthur Kleine—
Pine Haven
531 Giddings Ave, Falls
Frank Zallar
1812 South 19th
Sheboygan
Lloyd Reilley
Progressive

Roger Gering, Post Chaplain
920-458-0274
rgering@gbods.com
October 2016 RAMBLIN’ ON
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Leander Selk—
Pine Haven
701 Pine Dr.
Oostburg
James Tershner—
Sunny Ridge
3014 Erie Ave. #215

Auxiliary News

Hi Auxiliary members and others;
This year is moving fast and Fall is here. That means that our annual membership dues need to
be paid by Thanksgiving to our Treasurer, Kathy. So make sure they get to Dept. of WI treasurer
by the first of December. Then, they are sent to National and if they are not there by Dec. 30,
your membership is not in good standing. You will then need to start all over as a new member.
So maybe, now is a good time to think about joining as a Life Member. After January, 2017, the
Life Member dues are going up 15%. So if any You can call treasurer Kathy Mallman at 4598611 or me, President Shirley Hemenway, 4586037.
Nov 5 , 2016, will be the Charcoal grill finger licking chicken fry. The VFW Veterans are sponsoring and the Auxiliary is willing to help. But, I need a few more lady’s to sign up with serving food.
1st shift 11-1 is now covered and second does still have a few openings, 1 to 3, so either sign up
at our next meeting Oct 12, 6:00 pm, or let me know when you see me. We will also need desserts for our dessert table, to sell for .50 each. So either bars or cookies or simple cakes. We will
need a few ladies to help there with the sales. There will be raffles by the Auxiliary again also.
Dec. 3 we will have our children’s Christmas party, which is on a Sat again from 1-4 with lunch,
games, a craft and of course a visit from a Jolly Old Friend, Santa.
.
And then we will end our 2016 year with Auxiliary Christmas party which will again be held at the
Post. We will be having a meal (dinner) catered in and the cost will be known a little later. We will
have a white elephant gift again, along with some games. Look for more info to come and you
will have to let us know if you plan to attend. It will be held on our Dec meeting date of the 14th at
6:00. Cocktails before hand.

Thank you to our Veterans that have served and to those who are still
serving our country.

Our thoughts and prayers to all Sisters who are ill, have lost loved ones
or are in Nursing homes.
Progressive
Elaine Morrell

Golden living
Sue Morris

Pine Haven
Vivian Veldboom
Mary Wilterdink

One can’t do everything, but
Everyone can do One thing!

Shirley Hemenway
President
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Projects and Grants

Chili’s Restaurant
From Sept 12 to Nov 12, Chili’s has partnered with the
VFW agreeing to donate 15% of a customer’s final bill
if they mention the VFW Post 9156 or present a copy
of the form below.

Battle Buddy Golf Outing at the Bull at Pinehurst Farms (Sept 11th, 2016)
Although this event only yielded 46 players, with a goal of 100 players, a total
of $ 3,890.00 was raised to help fund our memorial project. We want to
thank everyone who came out to the event and help support the VFW and
our Memorial Project

Bookworm Garden
We are currently in talks with the Bookworm Garden, located near the UW of
Sheboygan, to have a Patriotic / Military themed garden area constructed
within the garden. We hope this project continues to move forward to enhance the garden and bring awareness to the community of the VFW.
Flag Poles

The post is taking bids and looking at raising funds to add additional flag poles
outside the post to honor each branch of service and fix some of the landscaping around the flag poles and post.

Kitchen and Hall Bar

The Post will be seeking grants which we hope to use for some possible renovation projects in the post kitchen and to the bar in the hall. We encourage
any input you might have as we look at putting plans together in the near future.
Anyone who is interested in helping with any of these projects please contact me or
the post commander.
Michael Beringer
Grants/Project Chairman
Mberinger9156@outlook.com
920-207-9008
July 2016 RAMBLIN’ ON
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VFW 9156 Honor Guard
I would like to thank everyone that takes their time to be on the VFW 9156 Honor Guard. It
sometimes takes up a lot of time in a day to provide this burial ceremony for our fallen comrades,
but we do our best to give them a proper Military Burial.
We are made up of members from VFW 9156 and members from American Legion 83. This
service is provided for all Veterans in good standing. It is an honor and a privilege to know these
comrades who give up their time to provide this Military Burial Ceremony. They also provide the
Color Guard for VFW 9156.

Here is a list of all our comrades that preform this duty. If you see them in or at our Post,
please let them know how much they are appreciated. I’m sure they would appreciate the thought.
Ken Hemenway
Larry Kunstmann
Burdette Schuldt
Stan Leis
George Heaney
Roger Marver
Zachary Bauman
Carl Pfister
Bill Baumann
Gustav A. Pfister
Leo Bersch
Lloyd Reilly
Herb Dallas
Roger Gering
Jerry Feustel
John Samuels
John Fields
Tim Schroeder
Ron Hummitzsch
Mike Wieck
Wayne Kiley
Joe Tauschek
Vince Korbal
Matt Wallner
George Kuble
Paul Neils
Anyone wishing to join the Honor Guard, Color Guard can apply by contacting Ken Hemenway
or Burt Schuldt.
George Heaney
VFW 9156 Honor Guard
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Service Officer Report
Since the last Ramblin’ On, our Post has learned of four Veterans in need of assistance. The season
being summer, things were busy and my records are lacking. This report is made from memory. Rather than publish misinformation; for accuracy’s sake, the report will not be detailed.
The first Veteran needed emergency housing - immediately. I directed him, and his
family, to the Salvation Army, where they received the housing, and food assistance.
The second Veteran needed emergency cash to buy gasoline to get back home to a
southern state. He appreciated our offer, but preferred to receive help from his family
rather than be “obliged to strangers.” I told him we raise the funds I offered for the
specific purpose of assisting Veterans in need. In the end, his brother was able to provide the financial relief he needed. I wished him well.
The third Veteran needed assistance to register his vehicle, obtain housing, and purchase food. Our bar staff provided him some refreshments while we worked the process to assist him. We provided him the assistance he needed.
The fourth Veteran, a member of our Post, needed emergency dental care. We provided most of the cost of the dental work, which prevented the Veteran’s family from
suffering financial hardship.

There are two requirements to receive assistance: 1. The person must be a Veteran, and 2. Have ties
to Sheboygan County. If you know a Veteran who has fallen on hard times, we may be able to help.
If you, or another veteran, need assistance, contact me and I’ll get the machine running to assist.
Our Veteran Assistance Fund is filled through the donations we receive during our Poppy Drives.
When we plan a drive, please plan to donate some of YOUR time, so we can raise the funds that allow us to truly be the organization that can truthfully say, “No One Does More for Veterans.”
John Samuels, Service Officer
(920) 889-2323
jpsamuels63@hotmail.com

Membership Committee
We have been busy these past few months. We have inducted new members into our Post using our
new process which is an effort to make them feel more welcome and better equipped to be a functional
member of our Post.
We had our first promotional outing with our new canopy tent on the 24th of September. The day was
spent at the Sheboygan Farmers Market. It was a very satisfying experience, interacting with the people of our community as representatives of our Post. Our objectives were to create Post awareness,
elicit new members, and to collect donations for veterans in destress. I am very encouraged by the results and intend to continue with this effort. Please let me know if any member would like to participate
in this activity.
Respectfully Yours,
Bob Latowski
VFW 9156 Membership Committee Chairman

October 2016 RAMBLIN’ ON
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House Committee
Greetings allThe House Committee has been doing a great job of bringing the post back to where it needs to be
for maintenance and up keep. I know there is concern about the amount of money that has been
spent to do the work that needed to be done. Now that we have the post back where it needs to be
it will be low cost each year to maintain the work that has been done. We are considering a maintenance plan for the major appliances that the post uses such as the central air and the furnace. Doing yearly maintenance on these items will help keep the life expectancy at it maximum and will cut
down on expensive purchases and repairs.
Calling all veterans! Have you enrolled in the VA Health care system? If not what are you waiting
for? If you have applied and been denied it’s time we try again! We can apply as many times as we
want and I recommend doing so. If your train of thought is there are other veterans out there who
need it more I understand that. Here is the deal though, we can’t let the VA know we need more and
updated care if we are not providing the numbers to back up our requests. DO you know what benefits you are eligible for? I am not sure either without talking to you. Are you or your spouse looking at
living in an assisted living or even a nursing home? If so there are a few things you should know
about. The VA has programs out there that may be able to assist in helping cover some of the costs.
This is not to say that the VA will cover the entire cost. Situation dependent you may even be able to
stay in your home and have skilled nursing professionals come to your residence and help you. If
you would like to know more you should call your local Veterans Service Office. The staff there is
ready, willing and able to help. If you are not aware of whom the staff is, Your County Veterans Service Officer is Charlene Cobb, Assistant Veterans Service Officer is Todd Richter and the Veterans
Service Specialist is Craig Stewart. You can reach your local office at 920-459-3053.
You can also e mail them at veterans.service@sheboygancounty .com
Todd Richter
President House Committee
VFW Post 9156

Patriot’s Pen
Patriot’s Pen is a youth essay competition which is conducted nationwide. It gives 6th - 8th grade students,
attending public, private, or parochial schools, the opportunity to write their views on the annual patriotic
theme. This year’s theme is “The America I Believe In.”
VFW Post 9156 Auxiliary Youth Activities Chair, Joni Bowen, distributed the entry paperwork to schools in the
area at the beginning of the school year. She will collect the essays from the schools that had students participate; on or about the due date of October 26, 2016, and deliver them to me. I distribute the essays to our
volunteer graders.
The essays are packaged in groups of ten. Each group of essays is graded twice. The top three of each
group are graded a third time to determine final placement. Depending upon the number of submissions, we
can forward our top several essays to District, where the competition begins again. National awards range
from $500 to $5,000.
John Samuels, Patriot’s Pen Chairman
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Voice of Democracy
Voice of Democracy is a speech scholarship program for students of public, private, or parochial
schools, in grades 9 – 12. The student must submit a three to five minute speech addressing the
theme of the year. This year’s theme is, “My Responsibility to America.”
Flash drives or CDs of the speech, along with a written copy of the speech, are due to the Post November 1, 2016. I collect them and volunteers listen to the speeches, following along with the written speech, and grade them. The speeches are single-elimination. Depending upon the number of
submissions, we can forward our top several essays to District, where the competition begins again.
The top national scholarship is $30,000.
John Samuels, Voice of Democracy Chairman

Commander, Continued
Our hall, when it is used for functions or events other than Veteran’s meetings, is secondary. Therefore, only two beer signs currently exist in our hall. The Fox Hole is our canteen/bar, not our hall. I
hope that answers the question.
I had the opportunity to attend the VFW Wisconsin District 6 meeting Sunday, September 11, 2016.
Also in attendance was our State Commander, State Junior Vice and State Chief of Staff. The main
focus from both the State and District is membership. We as VFW Posts need to get out and about
with our recruiting campaigns. I have passed this information to our Membership Chairman and
committee and they are fully engaged.
As we welcome the cooler weather and our fall season, it is time to focus on the upcoming holiday
seasons and our Post events. We have our Post Chicken Fry scheduled for Saturday, November 5,
2016 starting at 11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. Please mark this date on your calendars. The Children’s
Christmas Party is scheduled at the Post on Saturday, December 3, 2016. Also, the December VFW
business meeting will be held on Monday, December 19, 2016 starting at 7:00 p.m.
I look forward to continuing to serve the VFW Post and its membership as your Commander. God
Bless You and God Bless the United States of America!
Take care, be safe, and stay healthy!
Respectfully Yours,
Dave Freitag
Commander - VFW Post 9156
October 2016 RAMBLIN’ ON
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www.vfw9156.org
A Veteran is someone who in his life wrote a blank check
made payable to The USA for an amount

"up to and including my life".

Condolences: Families in Distress Deceased:
Peter R. Binder, 8/19/16, U.S. Army, Vietnam
Leo A. Kaltenbrun, 8/30/16, U.S. Army, WWII
Darrel L. Veldboom, 9/5/16, U.S. Army, Vietnam
Anthony H. Lorenz, 10/4/16, U.S. Army, Korea

Mission:
The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States is an organization of w ar veterans committed to ensuring rights, remembering sacrifices, promoting patriotism, performing community services and advocating for a strong national defense.
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